The email exchange that follows was initiated by Stacy Silver, a professor at Pennsylvania State University who has asked for permission to use parts of Relational Shifts in a course she will be teaching this fall.
Fwd: how I hope to use parts of Relational Shifts for my class

Hi Amy, 

I would like to use parts of Relational Shifts to illustrate how adults and kids CAN be ok after divorce, to still care for one another and be a family together. This is the really unique part -- how the family remained after the divorce. I want my students to see that divorce is not necessarily the end of a family or love and to see a real example. The excerpts I hope to use will be part of the unit on divorce in a packet of readings for the class. I'm very interested to see their reaction. To have a family's honest story of their 'relational shift' is really unique and for it to be a positive story is even more unique. The research literature doesn't tell such an optimistic story. It's unusual to find info about Mom and Dad managing to be civil but to cooperate, really care about and support one another and their child is much more unusual. In fact, their story was the first I'd seen of people talking about it. I would really like to include it in my materials. Congratulations to all - not just on a good book but on a good family! 

The class is an introductory class called Introduction to Sociology of the Family. In it we cover a lot of basic topics about the family such as the economy, gender, parenthood, marriage, cohabitation, divorce and remarriage. I am especially interested in the topics of divorce and remarriage. I take the perspective that divorce requires a reorganization of the family which can present challenges, which I discuss, based on the most recent research and other material I think is relevant for them. I am always interested in information that provides a positive scenario about family changes such as divorce and remarriage.  Research evidence is mixed regarding the impact of these transitions on family members and relationships and gives only information about general experiences of samples of people. I think it's beneficial to see first hand how people DO cope with divorce and remain a loving family, and to read individuals' words and experiences.

When I teach a more advanced class I may use the whole book. It's a complicated story so for this intro class I just picked out a few bits to use that illustrate the basic crux of their experience. 

It's so exciting to communicate with all of you. First THANK YOU for sharing your stories SO honestly in the book. It was really amazing to read. The three of you are really amazing people. I am still absorbing all you discussed in the book.

Thanks also for the copyright permission. Thanks so much for letting me use a little of your material. I think and hope it will be inspiring to my students. To see how a family remains a family beyond labels and social ideas that we still haven't outgrown. Your story is one of hope and really a triumph and like you said Julie, applies to shifts in all relationships, not just marital and parenting.

Thanks a lot, 

Stacy

Stacy Silver

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology

The Pennsylvania State University

